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LOUDON CITY COUNCIL 

May 20, 2019 
 

The regular meeting of the Loudon City Council was held on May 20, 2019 in the meeting room at the new 
municipal building located at 2480 Highway 72 N. Those present were Mayor Jeff Harris and Council Members: 
Tammi Bivens, Tim Brewster, Tim Dixon and Johnny James. Also present were City Manager Ty Ross and City 
Recorder Stephanie Putkonen. Loudon Utilities Attorney Joe Ford was present representing City Attorney Kris Frye. 
The press was represented by Jonathan Herrmann with the Loudon County News Herald. Stephanie Smallen video 
recorded the meeting for LCTV3. Approximately thirty-seven others were present. 
 
Mayor Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.  
 
Mayor Harris asked Police Chief James Webb to hold the invocation and Major Jaison Brown, Tennessee Air 
National Guard, to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  
 
Mayor Harris welcomed everyone and thanked them for taking the time to come to the meeting. He then explained 
the format of the meeting.  
 
Mayor Harris opened the meeting for citizen input. Mr. Don Kincaid said he was representing neighbors in the 
Green Acres Subdivision to ask if anything had been done regarding the complaints they made at the last meeting 
about the neighbor residing at 1631 Gail Street. 
 
Mr. Butch Thompson said there was a terrible problem with buzzards in the Cedar and Poplar Street area near the 
river. He said he had found out that the city could obtain a permit to get rid of them. He added that if the city would 
get the permit he could get people to help. 
 
Abby Bartholomew, Green Acres Subdivision resident, said she would like to see the electric fence at the residence 
at 1631 Gail Street addressed. 
 
Mr. Clayton Pangle said that he had served as interim president of the Chamber of Commerce for about eleven 
months. He said he wanted to thank city council for their support. 
 
Mr. Patrick Taulbee, resident of 1631 Gail Street, spoke in his defense.  
 
Ms. Marion Martin complained about the animals and the fencing at 1631 Gail Street. She asked if the ordinance 
could be changed. 
 
Mayor Harris asked Attorney Ford to respond. Attorney Ford said the ordinance can be changed, but it can’t be 
enforced backward. He said a lawsuit could be brought to abate a nuisance, if the health officer found in violation of 
the permit. 
 
Mr. Ronnie Martin complained that Mr. Taulbee cut down some trees that he considered to be his, as well as other 
complaints. 
 
Ms. Abby Bartholomew spoke again about her concerns about the electric fence as well as other complaints. She 
asked council to step in and do what they can. 
 
Mr. Taulbee said the trees he cut were trees he had paid for.  
 
Mayor Harris thanked all of them for voicing their concerns. 
 
Mayor Harris asked if council members had a chance to review the minutes of the regular meeting held on April 15, 
2019. A motion was made by Councilmember James, seconded by Councilmember Dixon and unanimously 
passed to approve as written, the minutes of the regular meeting held on April 15, 2019. 
 
Council considered the administrative approval of the purchase of gasoline ($2.11 per gallon) and diesel fuel 
($2.0925 per gallon) on May 2, 2019 from Rogers Petroleum. A motion was made by Councilmember Dixon, 



seconded by Councilmember James and unanimously passed to administratively approve the purchase of 
gasoline ($2.11 per gallon) and diesel fuel ($2.0925) on May 2, 2019 from Rogers Petroleum, Inc. 
 
Mayor Harris asked Manager Ross to go over the bid recommendation for the Blair Bend Drive grant paving project. 
Manager Ross stated that the low bid was APAC-Atlanta, Inc. in the amount of $846,504.86. He said TDOT 
concurred with the recommended low bidder. A motion was made by Councilmember Brewster, seconded by 
Councilmember Dixon and unanimously passed to award the bid for the Blair Bend Drive paving project to 
APAC-Atlanta, Inc. in the amount of $846,504.86. 
 
Mayor Harris presented an ordinance for second reading to approve the amendment to the intergovernmental 
agreement with Loudon County to provide planning services. A motion was made by Councilmember Brewster, 
seconded by Councilmember James that the following ordinance be passed on final reading: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-01 
 
  APPROVING AMENDMENT TEN TO THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
  AGREEMENT CONTINUING THE PLANNING AND COMMUNITY 
  DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 
Upon a vote the AYES were: Brewster, Dixon, Bivens, James and Harris. Mayor Harris declared the ordinance 
passed on second and final reading.  
 
Mayor Harris presented an ordinance for second reading to amend the 2018-19 budget. A motion was made by 
Councilmember Brewster, seconded by Councilmember James that the following ordinance be passed on final 
reading: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-02 
 
   AMENDING THE 2018-2019 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET 
 
Upon a vote the AYES were: Brewster, James, Bivens, Dixon and Harris. Mayor Harris declared the ordinance 
passed on second and final reading.  
 
Mayor Harris presented an ordinance for second reading to approve a comprehensive revision to the Personnel Rules 
and Regulations. A motion was made by Councilmember Dixon, seconded by Councilmember Brewster that the 
following ordinance be passed on final reading: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2019-03 
 
 COMPREHENSIVE REVISION TO THE PERSONNEL RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
Upon a vote, the AYES were Dixon, Brewster, Bivens, James and Harris. Mayor Harris declared the ordinance 
passed on second and final reading.  
 
Mayor Harris presented the budget ordinance for fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019. Manager Ross gave a brief 
summary of the budget. He said included in the budget was more than $2 million of paving, a $0.06 property tax 
increase earmarked for paving, an additional police officer, an additional skilled laborer, a new radio system for the 
police and fire departments, preliminary engineering for the riverwalk, a 2% wage and salary increase as well as an 
increase in the health insurance funding. He added that the budget contemplates ceasing commercial garbage 
collection, which would have to be approved by a separate ordinance at a later time. A motion was made by 
Councilmember Brewster, seconded by Councilmember Dixon that the following ordinance be passed on first 
reading: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LOUDON, TENNESSEE 
   ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
   BEGINNING JULY 1, 2019 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2020 
 
Upon a vote the AYES were: Brewster, Dixon, Bivens, James and Harris. Mayor Harris declared the ordinance 
passed on first reading. A public hearing was scheduled for 6:15 P.M. on June 17, 2019. 
 



Mayor Harris presented an ordinance for first reading to set the tax rate for the 2019 tax year at $1.2367. A motion 
was made by Councilmember Brewster, seconded by Councilmember Dixon that the following ordinance be passed 
on first reading: 
 
    SETTING THE TAX RATE FOR TAX YEAR 2019 
 
Upon a vote the AYES were: Brewster, Dixon, Bivens, James and Harris. Mayor Harris declared the ordinance 
passed on first reading. A public hearing was scheduled for 6:20 P.M. on June 17, 2019. 
 
Councilmember Dixon clarified that the $0.06 tax increase was to be earmarked for street repairs and paving as long 
as this council was here. 
 
Councilmember James said at the end of their term they would move to repeal the tax increase. 
 
Mayor Harris presented an ordinance to designate two handicap parking places at or near the intersection of Grove 
Street and Wharf Street. A motion was made by Councilmember Brewster, seconded by Councilmember James that 
the following ordinance be passed on first reading: 
 
  PERMITTING DESIGNATION OF HANDICAP PARKING AT OR NEAR 
  THE INTERSECTION OF GROVE STREET AND WHARF STREET 
 
Upon a vote the AYES were: Brewster, James, Bivens, Dixon and Harris. Mayor Harris declared the ordinance 
passed on first reading. A public hearing was scheduled for 6:25 P.M. on June 17, 2019. 
 
Loudon County Economic Development Director Jack Qualls reported a pending sale of land in Centre 75 Business 
Park to an auto supplier. Manager Ross said there may be a need for special called meeting as he needed approval by 
June 4th. 
 
Councilmember Bivens said the landfill commission was still awaiting a stakeholders report from Santek. 
 
Councilmember Brewster said that Recreation Director Harrell and he had met with an architect and Jeff Vanhoose 
about locating a recreation building between the dog park and the Lion’s Club Pavilion. 
 
Councilmember Brewster said they had been told by attorneys that the city can’t have a smoking ban. 
 
Attorney Ford said that state law prevents the city from having a law banning smoking. Councilmember Brewster 
asked if people smoking e-cigarettes could be made to go to a designated area. Attorney Ford said he would have to 
research that. 
 
Councilmember Dixon reported that Loudon Utilities was working with the county on a lease agreement for the 
building at 201 Alma Place, and the AMI meter installations were on schedule with hopes of being complete at the 
end of the year. 
 
Councilmember James thanked codes enforcement for the cleaning up of a lot on Carding Machine Road. He also 
said council needed to amend the livestock ordinance to add some restrictions. He added that the Department of 
Agriculture says that an electric fence is not illegal, but it must be posted and marked. 
 
Mayor Harris said he along with Manager Ross and News Herald reporter Jonathan Herrmann attended the UT Civil 
Engineering students’ presentation of their class project of the city’s riverfront. He congratulated County Mayor 
Buddy Bradshaw for winning the celebrity King Kat Tournament. He also commended Recreation Director Mark 
Harrell and Visitors Bureau Director Rachel Baker for the successful event. 
 
There being no further business, Mayor Harris adjourned the meeting at 7:31 P.M. 
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          Recorder                                                   Mayor 
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